It was indeed a noteworthy meeting of great sovereigns. Marguerite brought with her Prince Charles, now a youth of thirteen who was already initiated into all the secrets of diplomacy, taking part in every council of war or peace, as training for the great position he would hold on his majority. Maximilian was there,, the doyen of the party at the age of fifty-four, a splendid figure in his weather-beaten armour ; while Henry VIII, thirty years younger, in gorgeous array, was accompanied by the astute Wolsey, who had just been made Bishop of Tournay by the Pope. A satisfactory agreement was signed between the King of England and the Regent:
" My good sister and cousin, I promise you, on the word of a king, never to treat or conclude peace with our common enemies, the French, without your seal and permission, on condition that you on your side do the same. ..."
The marriage of Charles with Mary, the young sister of the King of England, is definitely settled for the following year.
The immediate reason of this renewed contract was that Louis XII, depressed by his losses, was trying to arrange an alliance between Ferdinand, the younger brother of Charles, and his daughter Renee, who was promised the Duchy of Milan and other lands in Italy as her dowry. But Marguerite used her strongest persuasion with her father against such a plan, and wisely says : " Monseigneur, there are great mountains between Spain and France, while between France and England there is the sea, but between our lands and France there is no barrier, and you know       itio        :
